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Countries around the world have gendered economies:
men and women and girls and boys specialize in different ac-
tivities and produce and consume differently. This talk will
begin with a description of the gendered economy in the
United States, using estimates from the National Transfer
Accounts and Counting Women’s Work projects. The divi-
sion between household and market spheres of production
is important in this story, with women taking a larger role
in the production of unpaid care work in the household and
men a larger role in market-based production of goods and
services, although this specialization has been decreasing.
With the household marking such an important border in
the gendered economy, what has happened since the arrival
of Covid19? Pandemic-related closures have shut down or
curtailed the role of many institutions in the market econ-
omy and pushed much activity back inside the household.
Many surveys have rushed into the field to measure how
the gendered economy is responding. Wewill review results
from some of these, including one conducted recently by
Counting Women’s Work. Most of these results indicate
that under pressure from Covid19-related closures, “tradi-
tional” patterns have reasserted themselves, erasing years
of trend toward less economic segregation by gender. We
will close discussing what this might mean for the gendered
economy and economic recovery going forward.
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